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The enclosed sample of the rhizome of o i;u»r r v; thys tl cun 
La scat to you per our telephone conversation yesterday. I 
und a r s tind from' People who h-cve bean exposed to the decoction 
that it has a profound effect. In' small quantities (one-hair a 
coconut shell of the liquid) it cauae3 collate paralysis for 3 
to 4 hours , with loss of cdnac touaneas for about half that time . 
The ^Jccal practitioners frequently use it as an anesthetic when 
drawing teeth. 

The traditional matho-d.of preparation of the k'ava ia 
to chev the root until it is impregnated with saliva, pound it 
ia a wooden bowl, cover it with water, let it stand for 4 hours., 
then a train. - 

I have not tried this variety; however, the taste of the 
liquid ma do from the dr 1 yd root in Fiji is reminiscent of tha 
smell of dishwater and looks aa though someone had washed dirty 
Ice cream plates in it. 


Arthur S. Osborne 
Medical Director 
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